
WASHINGTON LAWS, 1990

(2) The director may prohibit, for one year, the issuance of ((a)) all
commercial fishing licenses to a person convicted of two or more gross mis-
demeanor or class C felony violations of this title or rule of the director in a
five-year period or prescribe the conditions under which the license or li-
censes may be issued. For purposes of this section, the term "conviction"
means a final conviction in a state or municipal court. An unvacated forfei-
ture of bail or collateral of two hundred fifty dollars or more deposited to
secure the defendant's appearance in court, the payment of a fine, a plea of
guilty, or a finding of guilt on a violation of this title or rule of the director
is equivalent to a conviction regardless of whether the imposition of sen-
tence is deferred or the penalty is suspended.

Sec. 8. Section 75.12.090, chapter 12, Laws of 1955 as last amended
by section 54, chapter 46, Laws of 1983 1st ex. sess. and RCW 75.12.090
are each amended to read as follows:

(1) It is unlawful to take food fish or shellfish from a building, vehicle,
vessel, container, or fishing gear thereby depriving the rightful owner of the
food fish or shellfish.

(2) It is unlawful to ((steal-or)) molest gear used to take food fish or
shellfish for either commercial purposes or personal use.

Passed the Senate March 3, 1990.
Passed the House February 27, 1990.
Approved by the Governor March 23, 1990.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State March 23, 1990.

CHAPTER 145
[Substitute Senate Bill No. 6493]

ADOPTION INFORMATION ACCESS

AN ACT Relating to access to adoption information; amending RCW 26.33.330 and 26-
.33.340. and adding new sections to chapter 26.33 RCW.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 26.33
RCW to read as follows:

(1) An adopted person over the age of twenty-one years, or under
twenty-one with the permission of the adoptive parent, or a birth parent or
member of the birth parent's family after the adoptee has reached the age
of twenty-one may petition the court to appoint a confidential intermediary.
The intermediary shall search for and discreetly contact the birth parent or
adopted person, or if they are not alive or cannot be located within one year,
the intermediary may attempt to locate members of the birth parent or
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adopted person's family. These family members shall be limited to the nat-
ural grandparents of the adult adoptec, a brother or sister of a natural par-
ent, or the child of a natural parent. The court, for good cause shown, may
allow a relative more distant in degree to petition for disclosure.

(2)(a) Confidential intermediaries appointed under this section shall
complete training provided by a licensed adoption service or another court-
approved entity and file an oath of confidentiality and a certificate of com-
pletion of training with the superior court of every county in which they
serve as intermediaries. The court may dismiss an intermediary if the inter-
mediary engages in conduct which violates professional or ethical standards.

(b) The confidential intermediary shall sign a statement of confidenti-
ality substantially as follows:

I ............ signing under penalty of contempt of court, state: "As a
condition of appointment as a confidential intermediary, I affirm that, when
adoption records are opened to me:

I will not disclose to the petitioner, directly or indirectly, any identify-
ing information in the records without further order from the court.

I will conduct a diligent search for the person being sought and make a
discreet and confidential inquiry as to whether that person will consent to
being put in contact with the petitioner, and I will report back to the court
the results of my search and inquiry.

If the person sought consents to be put in contact with the petitioner, I
will attempt to obtain a dated, written consent from the person, and attach
the original of the consent to my report to the court. If the person sought
does not consent to the disclosure of his or her identity, I shall report the
refusal of consent to the court.

I will not make any charge or accept any compensation for my services
except as approved by the court, or as reimbursement from the petitioner
for actual expenses incurred in conducting the search. These expenses will
be listed in my report to the court.

I recognize that unauthorized release of confidential information may
subject me to civil liability under state law, and subjects me to being found
in contempt of court."

/s/ ... date...

(c) The confidential intermediary shall be entitled to reimbursement
from the petitioner for actual expenses in conducting the search. The court
may authorize a reasonable fee in addition to these expenses.

(3) If the confidential intermediary is unable to locate the person being
sought within one year, the confidential intermediary shall make a recom-
mendation to the court as to whether or not a further search is warranted,
and the reasons for this recommendation.
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(4) In the case of a petition filed on behalf of a natural parent or other
blood relative of the adoptee, written consent of any living adoptive parent
shall be obtained prior to contact with the adoptee if the adoptee:

(a) Is less than twenty-five years of age and is residing with the adop-
tive parent; or

(b) Is less than twenty-five years of age and is a dependent of the
adoptive parent.

(5) If the confidential intermediary locates the person being sought, a
discreet and confidential inquiry shall be made as to whether or not that
person will consent to having his or her present identity disclosed to the pe-
titioner. The identity of the petitioner shall not be disclosed to the party
being sought. If the party being sought consents to the disclosure of his or
her identity, the confidential intermediary shall obtain the consent in writ-
ing and shall include the original of the consent in the report filed with the
court. If the party being sought refuses disclosure of his or her identity, the
confidential intermediary shall report the refusal to the court and shall re-
frain from further and subsequent inquiry without judicial approval.

(6)(a) If the confidential intermediary obtains from the person being
sought written consent for disclosure of his or her identity to the petitioner,
the court may then order that the name and other identifying information
of that person be released to the petitioner.

(b) If the person being sought is deceased, the court may order disclo-
sure of the identity of the deceased to the petitioner.

(c) If the confidential intermediary is unable to contact the person be-
ing sought within one year, the court may order that the search be contin-
ued for a specified time or be terminated.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 26.33
RCW to read as follows:

(1) The department of social and health services, adoption agencies,
and independent adoption facilitators shall release the name and location of
the court where a relinquishment of parental rights or finalization of an
adoption took place to an adult adoptee, a birth parent of an adult adoptee,
an adoptive parent, a birth or adoptive grandparent of an adult adoptee, or
an adult sibling of an adult adoptee, or the legal guardian of an), of these.

(2) The department of vital records shall make available a noncertified
copy of the original birth certificate of a child to the child's birth parents
upon request.

Sec. 3. Section 33, chapter 155, Laws of 1984 and RCW 26.33.330 are
each amended to read as follows:

(i) All records of any proceeding under this chapter shall be sealed
and shall not be thereafter open to inspection by any person except upon
order of the court for good cause shown, or except by using the procedure
described in section 1 of this act.
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(2) The state registrar of vital statistics may charge a reasonable fee
for the review of any of its sealed records.

Sec. 4. Section 34, chapter 155, Laws of 1984 and RCW 26.33.340 are
each amended to read as follows:

Department and agency files regarding an ((adoptec)) adoption shall
be confidential except the department or agency may disclose nonidentifying
information ((necsaiyfi mdic..al put poses)) upon the receipt of a verified
written request for the information from the adoptive parent, the adoptee,
or the natural parent. Identifying information may also be disclosed through
the procedure described in section 1 of this act.

Passed the Senate February 10, 1990.
Passed the House February 28, 1990.
Approved by the Governor March 23, 1990.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State March 23, 1990.

CHAPTER 146
[Substitute Senate Bill No. 6494]

ADOPTION PROCEDURES
AN ACT Relating to adoption; amending RCW 26.33.020, 26.33.160, 26.33.190, 26.33-

.200, 26.33.300, 26.33.350, and 26.33.390; reenacting and amending RCW 43.43.830 and 74-

.13.031; and adding a new section to chapter 36.23 RCW.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

Sec. I. Section 2, chapter 155, Laws of 1984 and RCW 26.33.020 are
each amended to read as follows:

Unless the context clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in this
section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Alleged father" means a person whose parent-child relationship
has not been terminated, who is not a presumed father under chapter 26.26
RCW, and who alleges himself or whom a party alleges to be the father of
the child. It includes a person whose marriage to the mother was terminated
more than three hundred days before the birth of the child or who was sep-
arated from the mother more than three hundred days before the birth of
the child.

(2) "Child" means a person under eighteen years of age.
(3) "Adoptee" means a person who is to be adopted or who has been

adopted.
(4) "Adoptive parent" means the person or persons who seek to adopt

or have adopted an adoptec.
(5) "Court" means the superior court.
(6) "Department" means the department of social and health services.
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